BRITISH INDUSTRY
iron-ore imports which were smaller than those of
1913. To that extent, therefore, Great Britain has
become more independent.
On the other hand, the situation with regard to
foreign iron-ore supplies is perhaps less favourable
to-day from a strategic viewpoint than it was before
the World War, when more than half Great Britain's
iron-ore imports came from Spain. To-day the biggest
single imports, one-third of the whole, come from
Sweden via Norwegian harbours. Since the outbreak
of the civil war in Spain only about one-seventh of
Great Britain's iron-ore imports come from Spanish
deposits. The importance of the North Swedish
deposits, which are shipped from Narvik, has so
increased in the eyes of the British government that it
has made considerable efforts to exclude Germany
from the field, but the greater part of this ore produc-
tion still goes to her by the direct route across the
Baltic.
In 1937 North Africa (Algiers and Tunis) still
occupied second place in importance as an exporter of
iron-ores to Great Britain, whilst Spain had sunk to
third place. It is important to note that the British
Empire has also increased in importance as an ex-
porter. By 1937 empire countries provided one-tenth
of all Great Britain's import requirements of iron-ores,
whereas in 1913 they provided only a seventieth part
of her requirements. Sierra Leone heads the list,
having sprung into prominence as an exporter of
iron-ores during the last four years. British Empire
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